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the international trade forum is a quarterly magazine published by the international trade
centre unctad wto the magazine focuses on trade promotion export development and import
methods as part of its technical cooperation programme with developing countries and
economies in transition

the programme for the third symposium on the international art trade and law was developed
by the institute for international business law and practice of the international chamber of
commerce and its chairman prof pierre lalive who has also provided the preface to this
volume under the auspices of the institute a questionnaire was formulated and circulated
the collected materials were reproduced and distributed at the symposium by the amsterdam



Exporter Pratique Du Commerce International

2 Exporter Pratique Du Commerce International

chamber of commerce reporters from thirteen countries responded to the questionnaire on the
basis of these national reports general reports were prepared and presented at the symposium
part one of this volume includes questionnaire covering topics 1 5 general information on a
number of countries taken from the national reports part two is divided into five sections
corresponding with the five topics addressed in the questionnaire topic 1 freedom of museums
to sell trade or otherwise dispose of objects of art in their collection topic 2 freedom of
collectors to sell or give away all or part of their collections topic 3 rights of artists
and their heirs topic 4 auction sales and conditions topic 5 international temporary
exhibitions and insurance followed by concluding remarks by prof john h merryman

georges abi saab began his writing and teaching at a time when the process of decolonization
and thereafter the quest for emancipation began to make its far reaching impact on the
international scene producing significant changes in the international environment both
quantitatively in increasing the number of nation states and qualitatively in changing
patterns of interests and claims this was bound to result in new pressures on the
international legal system itself and in a questioning of the traditional eurocentric content
of international law in his work and teaching professor abi saab viewed the dynamics of
international law as a function of two driving forces the emergence of the third world and
the sense of injustice in his view the first driving force the emergence of the third world raised
the problem of exclusion exclusion from participation in the elaboration of international
law and the decision making process and exclusion as beneficiaries of the resulting rules of
international law at the same time this new force introduced diversity into the international
scene reflecting the richness of the international community in its different facets this
process remains relevant today reflecting the contemporary problem of exclusion of new
actors as well as their quest for participation the second driving force the sense of injustice
posed a teleological problem for him that of defining community values in order that they
capture the different facets of justice whether formal or distributive so long as there is no
effective organic structure international law in his view will continue to remain
effectiveness oriented reflecting rather than impacting on the structures of power
nevertheless it is undeniable that there is an on going process of development of community
values and interests as georges abi saab wrote with reference to international crimes law
like all social phenomena is a continuous unfolding a continuous process of elaboration he
has also considered that the dynamics of the international legal process itself can be
captured from the perspective of international organizations as vehicles for change in the
international system from his early writings georges abi saab approached the united nations
charter as a blueprint both normative and institutional for a certain type of international
society international institutions with all their imperfections continue for him to be the
means of realization of the law of cooperation which lies at the heart of his concept of the
international system the themes selected for this volume in honour of professor georges abi
saab are intended to reflect his unique and pioneering contribution to the field of
international law the contributors are drawn from what he has always considered to be his
large family of former students in his forty years of teaching georges abi saab has acted as
mentor to generations of students from all over the world who have benefited from his
vision insights originality and creative and stimulating use of language the contributors
also include colleagues and friends who share a similar vision of the international legal
system

anyone involved in trade law knows the time consuming nature of obtaining primary source
material and consulting each of the main trade laws now in its fourth edition basic
documents in international trade law solves this problem by assembling in a single easy to
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use resource a very comprehensive collection of the most important and frequently used
documents on the law of international trade in addition to its obvious practical value this
work reveals much about the process of harmonization in international trade law and the
operation of the key international trade bodies this makes the book a helpful reference for
international business lawyers researchers legislators and government officials in the field
since the successful publication of the previous editions of the book the appearance of new
conventions and model laws has considerably enriched the law of international trade and the
present edition contains a wealth of new material the book has been substantially revised
and several new instruments have been included among the most significantly important
improvements to this new edition are new chapters added to different parts of the book a
redesigned and thoroughly revised part 6 reflecting the expansion of intellectual property
rights under the framework of treaties administered by world international property
organization and bibliographies and other research resources updated and enlarged to include
an extraordinarily rich collection of books and articles in many trading languages besides
english including for the first time major chinese works in the international trade law field as
the late prof clive m schmitthoff commented on the first edition the book is not only of
practical usefulness but has also considerable jurisprudential value and reveals the
methodology of the harmonization process in the area of international trade law the
international business lawyer first commented in 1987 that the book can only be described
as a vade mecum for every international business lawyer an assessment that now seems more
merited than ever
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